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Engineering fees hlked by 10%

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Students applying for engi-
neering courses in Karnata-
ka will see a fee hike of 10%
from that of the previous
academic year. The decision
was taken on Thursday after
a meeting between private
college managements and
the State government.
Senior officials in the

Higher Education Depart-
ment said that fees for seats
across all quotas will see a
uniform 10% hike. However,
managements of several
private engineering colleges
are not happy. “College
managements had actually
sought a 20% hike in fee
structure, but the. govern-
ment has agreed to cap it at
10%. A consensual agree-

ment in this regard is likely
to be signed on Friday itself,”
said a management member
of a private engineering col-
lege. It has taken months for
all parties to arrive at a con-
sensual agreement. Retired
Justice Shylendra Kumar,
who heads the Fee Regulato-
ry Committee, had capped
the hike at 8% for profession-
al courses.



Engineering admissions not
a priority for HDK govt?

Fee Hike Row
Holds Up
Counselling

B V Shivashankar &
Sunitha Rao R | tn

Bengaluru: With the Kuma-
raswamy government get-
ting too busy with populist
priorities and the bureau-
cracy reactingat snail’s pace
to anything non-budget, tho-
usands of engineering aspi-
rants in the state are staring
at an uncertain future. The
counselling-cum-admission
process which should have
started a week agotofacilita-
te commencement of classes
from August, has been derai-
led as the state government
and private college manage-
ments are yet to come to a

2 rounds should've :
been over by now

hiletworounds of CET  :

counselling should have :
gotover by July5, the KEAis
yet to take up the first round.
All India Council of Technical
Education norms say the 2
process should be completed :
byJuly28andtheclassmust :
starton August1. Vinothpriya :
R, executive director, KEA, :
said she is hoping the issue
would be resolved soon.

Conflict: Ministers

consensus over fee hike.

While private manage-
ments have been demanding
a30% hike infees, the govern-
ment is looking at effecting a
hike ranging from 5% to 8%.
Thedeadlockhasonly increa-
sed students’ frustration.

was supposed to complete
the first round of online co-
unselling for CET quota by
June end, but the process is
still to take off as the govern-
mentis yettoannounceafull
seat matrix (college-wise se-
atavailability).

» Continued on page 5



‘Pvt colleges under
pressure to hike
salaries of their staff’

»Continued from page 1

“1"he document-verifica-
tion round went smooth.
But ever since, we have been
waiting for the government
to announce the complete
seatmatrix,” said Vinothpri-
ya R, executive director,
KEA. On June 28, the depart-
ment of higher education
announced a truncated seat
matrix where 12,586 engi-
- neering seats from 34 colleg-
es were made available for
students as against a total of
around 58,000 seats. The
KEA, however, couldn’t be-
gincounsellingasseatsfrom
216 colleges weren't included
inthislist.

“The schedule has gone
awry and my career plan has
turned topsy-turvy” said
Manohar M , a seat aspirant
whose documents were veri-
fied on June 12. “The govern-
ment could have done better
by intervening on time. In-
stead, we had to witness un-
fortunate developments
such as the new higher edu-
cation minister G T Deve
Gowda hesitating to take re-
sponsibility. A lot of time got
wasted,” said a KEA official.
Gowda, in fact, gave a new
spintothecontroversyby de-
ciding to cap the fee hike at
5% (the fee fixation commit-
tee had suggested 8% hike)
in order to help students,
The move further angered
private managements, most
of which are headed by poli-

| ticians, including ministers,
When TOI contacted
. Gowda, he said: “The govern-
. ment is clear about its stand

on fee structure. We have
made it clear that the fee
shouldn’t be hiked beyond
5%. 1 hope they'll fall in line.”
Gowda, who held a meeting
with private college manage-
ment representatives on
Tuesday, claimed that a ma-
jority of collegesagreedtothe
5% cap and that the govern-
ment would soon enter into a
consensual agreement with
all the colleges, following
which the complete seat ma-
trix will be released.

Private colleges, howev-
er, sought to spike the minis-
ter’s claim, saying they nev-
er agreed'to the govern-
ment’s fee structure. “There
is no gquestion of agreeingto
a5% hike. While the Fee Reg-
ulatory Committee has fixed
8% hike, which itself we
think is low, the government
wants to bring it down fur-
ther. We appeal to the gov-
ernment to consider the is-
sues on realistic grounds
and decide the fee struc-
ture,” said M K Panduranga
Setty, secretary of Karnata-
ka Unaided Private Engi-
neering Colleges’ Associ-
ation (KUPECA).

Setty sought to point out
that private colleges have
come under pressure to hike
salaries of their staff in the
wake of the state govern-
ment recently hiking sala-
ries of itsemployees by 30%.
“If not 30%, the government
must consider at least a 15%
hike. We are waiting for a
positive response from the
government and I hope the
issue will be resolved in a
week's time,"” he said.
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